Fort Augustus Old Boys Association Corbie Newsletter April 2018
Annual Dinner/AGM: Saturday 6 Oct. 2018 Holiday Inn Theatreland, West Nile St., Glasgow GI 2RL.
Report Annual Dinner 2017: This popular well attended event was enjoyed by all. The four-course Dinner and service were first
class. Thanks go to Maurice Taylor for the wine and Ralph for the ‘Bennies.’ Many friendships and memories were rekindled well
into the night. The guest speaker Fr. Gerry Mulligan CSsR, Rector of St Mary’s Monastery, Kinnoull, Perth gave a light-hearted
talk with plenty of words of wisdom. In token of thanks the Association donated £300 to the Redemptorist mission in Zimbabwe.
This year’s Dinner will cost £37 a head with accommodation and our usual OB discount at double/twin £109 and single £99,
including full Scottish Breakfast. To reserve accommodation phone 0141 352 8305. Please book early as there is limited
availability and remember to ask for the OB discount. To reserve Dinner phone Ralph Giulianotti 01738 624674. Partners are most
welcome. Dinner Menu: Chicken and wild mushroom terrine with pickled mushrooms and pine nuts; Cauliflower and grain
mustard velouté with chive crème fraîche; Roast loin of venison braised red cabbage, dauphinoise potatoes, red currant jus; Warm
pear tart with caramel ice cream; Freshly brewed coffee and Tablet.
This year’s speaker is Fr. Willy Slavin, a most interesting person. Educated at Blairs and the Scots College Rome; a priest in
Glasgow for many years; 5 years a missionary in Bangladesh; founding chairman of the homeless charity Emmaus Glasgow, he
helped to found the Scottish Drugs Forum and was chaplain to Barlinnie Prison for ten years. I could go on, but I am sure his talk
will keep us entertained.
Jottings from the School Chronicle: (Reflections on School re-opening) In the 1880s, following the closure of the first Abbey
School, its replacement by an Alumnate in the late 1880s and the return of many lay-brothers to Germany after the death of the
first Abbot Dom Leo Linse, the First World War saw the Abbey sadly depopulated. Sir David Oswald Hunter Blair was elected the
second Abbot and it was decided to offer the buildings to the War Office, which used them as a hospital for the convalescence of
soldiers (mostly Belgian) who had been wounded or gassed in trench warfare in France.
After the peace of 1918, the community decided to re-establish the School to bring in some much-needed revenue. John Brown,
together with his brother Jim, the late Gerard Harvey Webb ( alias “the wee man”) and the brothers Whitehead, formed the
Liverpool contingent who started at the Abbey School in the early 1920s. They had been attending a local school in Liverpool run
by Benedictine monks, and it was put to their fathers that sending them to Fort Augustus would broaden their horizons and give
them a wider outlook on life than if they spent their formative years in Liverpool.
In those days, the rail journey from Liverpool to Fort Augustus took two full days, with an overnight stop in Glasgow. The boys
had to wear either Eton collars and bowler hats (although Gerard Webb rebelled and threw his out of the window of the train
halfway across Rannoch Moor!) or the kilt. In Glasgow they would meet up with the Glasgow contingent – the Carruth brothers,
(Fr. Edmund and Fr. Aloysius) who came from Paisley, the Mclean boys, Jim and Bill, Willie Docherty, Bertie MacKillop ( Fr.
Andrew), Jim Cark and many more, and they took the train from Glasgow’s Queen Street straight to Fort Augustus. The railway
terminal was just behind the Lovat Arms Hotel.
Another key figure was Angus Macdonald, who came from Whitebridge, on the main road to Inverness. As the road on the North
side of the loch had not been built, the most common way to travel to Inverness was by steamer). The Headmaster at that time was
Commander Faerie, R.N.
News: Our trip to Ampleforth which Laurence Hogarth organised will unfortunately not take place, as the monks have moved out
of the Abbey due to extensive renovation works, which could last for well over a year. Our new Website is now up and running,
user-friendly and full of interesting content. Many thanks to webmaster Colin Bryce for all his time and hard work. We are due to
pay an annual fee of £60 for our server. Please visit the website. I know you will enjoy it. The website is still www.corbie.com
Deaths: Jack Slorach nephew of Fr. Thomas McLaughlin died on 13 December 2017, aged 86. Born John Joseph Slorach, Jack
(as he was always known) was a member of a prominent West Scotland medical family. His father Dr. Charles Slorach was chief
medical officer for Dumbartonshire and his family had been clinicians for several generations. After attending at the Abbey
School, he was admitted in 1949 to the University of Glasgow Dentistry School and did his national service with the Royal Army
Dentistry Corps. He started his professional career in Inverness and latterly for two decades was a well-known dental surgeon
based in Golspie, Sutherland and served the biggest practice in the UK, an area of 2,000 square miles. He reached some of his
customers in the remoter villages of the West Coast by towing a mobile dentistry clinic behind his Land Rover. Jack was an active
sportsman, he was an early skier in the Cairngorm Mountain slopes, played hockey for the Highland Club and often relaxed on the
golf course. He was a lifelong folk and traditional music enthusiast, having been a founder-member of the Corbie Club while
studying at Glasgow University. Jack is survived by his wife Ann their children, seven grandchildren and a great grand-daughter.
He will be remembered in masses by our chaplain along with all deceased OBs . RIP.
Fr Francis Davidson, Baptised: George, House: Lovat, Born: 10 February 1939, Clothed: 28 September 1956, Professed: 29
September 1957, Solemn Prof: 29 September 1960, Ordained: 21 April 1965, Died: 9 April 2018, aged: 79, Obituary to follow
on www.corbie.com, OB Chaplain Fr Stephen Dunn celebrated a Mass in Glasgow for the repose of his soul on the day of Fr
Francis' funeral. RIP.

Minutes of the FAOBA Sat. 7th October 2017
1.Present: Hugh Anderson, Pat Barron, Colin Bryce, George Campbell, Brian Caulfield, Mike Cipolato, Gerry
Devine, Fr. Stephen Dunn, Mark Dunn, Ian Dunn, Tony Duncan, Ralph Giulianotti, Neil Godfrey, Nigel Guthrie,
Martin Harrison, Erich Harrison, Owen Halloran, Laurence Hogarth, Vinnie Igoe, Stefan Janikiewicz, Vic Macari,
Philip Mooney, Paddy Mulligan, Henry Murphy, Angus Mackinnon, Shane Mackenzie, Thomas O’Hey, Dermot
O’Reilly, Vincent Policella, Maurice Taylor, John Tucker, Joseph Tucker, Ian Traquair, Mike Turnbull, Richard Welch.
2. Apologies: Jim Brown, Ian Campbell, Kevin Deady, Ralph & Mark Giulianotti, Colin McAllister, Alasdair
Macdonald, Tom Murphy, Colin Peteranna, Chris Stephenson, and Fr. Benedict who sent his good wishes to all.
3. Opening Prayer: Fr. Stephen Dunn our chaplain read the OB’s prayer, taken from the association book of rules and
regulations May 1976.
4. Minutes of last meeting: Having been circulated were passed as an accurate record – proposed for adoption by Pat
Barron, seconded by Laurence Hogarth.
5. Matters Arising: (a) A letter of support for Fr. Benedict regarding the court case for physical abuse was sent to his
lawyer on behalf of the OBs. Other personal letters by OBs were also sent. Dr. Angus Mackinnon and Ralph
Giulianotti gave lengthy statements to the police. The case came to trial in May, and OBs Martin Waugh, Colin
Peteranna, Stephen Risi and Fr. William Maclean who were pupils at that time appeared on his behalf. Out of the eight
accusers Fr. Benedict was only found guilty on one count and fined £1,000. (b) Fr. Francis Davidson celebrated his
60th Anniversary of his clothing as a monk, a Mass card was sent for his intentions. His health has since deteriorated
due to heart problems. Kevin Deady had been to see him and reported he had been given the Last Rites.
6. Website: Around 100 Newsletters are sent out annually to OBs without computers. Colin Bryce revealed the
Website now uses Word Press to make it more user- friendly. He will be employing a specialist to enhance the site, this
will bring back the photo gallery as well as other improvements. The OBs donated £200 towards the upgrading. A big
vote of thanks was given to Colin for all his hard work and his financial help towards the upgrade and to Chris for
hosting the website.
7. Committee Report: Last years Dinner was a great success with OB guest speaker Pat Barron giving us a talk on his
adventures sailing the French Canals. A full report was in the April Newsletter. In April 2017 three committee
members went to F.A. to send out the Newsletter from Chris’s Caledonian Hotel. We inspected the Monk’s graveyard
the grass was cut and the crosses legible. We also noted the construction of an all-weather cricket pitch, which has
since been completed for the local F.A. and F.W. teams. Campbell Burnett son of Abbey Geography master Bob
Burnett plays for the local team. The OBs donated £100 to costs with the proviso we can use it whenever we wish. We
were very impressed with the general appearance and the excellent facilities of the Highland Club.
8. Treasurer’s Report: Mark Dunn stated that the balance in our account was £4,911, an increase of £70. The cost of
membership will remain at £10 per annum, life membership £100. The OBs gave a big vote of thanks to Mark for all
his hard work.
9. Elections: The current officials were re-elected en bloc proposed by Ian Traquair and seconded by Martin Harrison.
Fr. Benedict President, Owen Halloran V.P., Ralph Giulianotti Chair. for another year! Mike Turnbull Sec., Mark Dunn
Treasurer, Colin Bryce Webmaster, Committee: Chris Stephenson, Laurence Hogarth (England), Brian Caulfield,
Colin Peteranna and Vinnie Igoe.
10. Deaths: Thomas Edward McLaughlin nephew of Fr.Thomas, Alison McDonald, wife of the late Hamish and
mother of OGs Fiona, Sheena and Heather. Tony Duncan, Chris Stephenson and Ralph Giulianotti represented the
OBs at Alison’s funeral service. R.I.P.
11. A.O.C.B: We were fortunate to have John and Joseph Tucker attending the meeting. They are the brothers of Peter
Tucker who died tragically on a three weekly-outing in 1960 and is buried in the Monk’s Cemetery. Brian Caulfield
who was on the outing gave a moving account of the incident and how it was presumed Peter had fallen at the raised
part of the Glen Doe burn and was washed into Loch Ness. Brian remarked that Peter was a very clever boy. The
meeting asked his brothers to convey the OBs sympathy and best wishes to their mother who is in her nineties. The
ashes of his father Frank (1912-93) are also in the Cemetery. Our chaplain will remember all deceased OBs in his
Masses. Laurence Hogarth volunteered to organise another outing to Ampleforth in September 2018, but has since
been told the monks are to be decanted out of the Abbey and monks quarters for two years during renovations, so
Unfortunately we will have to put this on hold. Philip Mooney asked if anyone knew the whereabouts of OBs Fr. Alan
Grisewood and one of the Caruanas.
12. Date of next meeting: AGM and Dinner 6th October 2019

